98                     QUEEN  ELIZABETH
The Ridolfi plot was so easily dealt with, that
to us it scarcely seems important. But it showed
Elizabeth that she was surrounded by enemies
who would plot in her own country against her.
She knew that her chief enemy was Spain. So
now she made up her mind to try new plans.
She would, if she could, make friends with France.
That would be her first policy. Then she would
"do as she had been done by ", she would stir
up revolt against Philip in his dominions. That
is to say, she would help those subjects of his who
were already in revolt: the Dutch.
First she set to work to get herself an ally. So
proposals now begin for a French alliance. If
we remember that, once the Roman church had
" outlawed " Elizabeth, Spain moves nearer and
HD&^stfijtowards invasion, then we can see what
Elizabeth aimed at in her French alliance,
It was made difficult for her because at this
very moment came the massacre of St. Bartholo-
mew. The weak King of France gave way to the
clamour of the Catholics, and, afraid of the grow-
ing strength of the Huguenots, tried by that great
slaughter to make himself safe. Elizabeth, as
champion of Protestantism^ was shocked at that
massacre. She received the French ambassador
dressed in mourning, but, none the less, she kept
to her plan. France must help her against Spain,
therefore she joined with die French in en-
couraging the Netherlands to revolt against Philip,
and she began her proposals to marry the youngest